CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Palm/Passion Sunday
April 5, 2020

Service of the Word (livestream)

GATHERING
ACCLAMATION & PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.’ This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds
were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
You may use clippings from your yard or elsewhere to serve as “palms.” Please send us photos
through Facebook or email.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant
us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN

All Glory, Laud, and Honor (verses 1-3)

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate
on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of
Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
Click here for the full text of this Sunday's readings
READING

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

GOSPEL

Matthew 26:14-27:66

This week’s gospel is the story of the arrest, trial, and execution of Jesus (also known as “The
Passion”). A shorter version is Matthew 27:11-54. We will not read this during the online
worship, but we ask that you read it at home this week. If you wish to go deeper in study and
contemplation, you might use the lectio divina technique described here.

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Click here for the full text of this Sunday's prayers, written by Gail
Ramshaw for ELCA Worship
In our separate homes but gathered together in the Spirit, we pray for the church, the earth,
the world, and all in need . . .
After each petition ending, “we pray to you,” the assembly responds:
O Lord, save us!
. . . Into your hands, O mighty God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
In these uncertain times, the world needs the church’s
witness to the Gospel more than ever.
Since we will not physically gather for a while, please remember that it is because of
your faithful generosity that this congregation is able to continue to carry out its
ministry of sharing God’s love with our community. This ministry is our shared
ministry, together! We encourage you, as you (and your family) are able, to mail your
offerings to the church office or give online at christusvictor.com/giving.
Thank you for anything you can do!

OFFERING PRAYER
Holy and generous host, even in separation,
you gather us across time and space.
Prepare us to witness to your goodness
with every gift you have given us to share,
that all people may know your peace
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.

LITANY
We gather isolated and alone
yet with the multitudes we cry, “Hosanna!”
Even if we are silent
the stones themselves will call out.
We share the hope for a world about to be changed,
knowing that God will shape that change.
We have walked with another crowd,
one that called words of scorn and condemnation.
We follow the crowd as it leads us to the cross,
and yet even as the world grows dark,
we cannot lose hope.
Because God is with us.
God will be with us.
Whatever happens.
We are not alone.
O Lord, save us!
Hosanna in the highest!

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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